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We will continue to be an Island of 30,371 square miles i.e. 1/5 of the whole Empire with an actual population of 1,200,000 Japanese and about 16,000 Ainu, and a possible population of 10,000,000, who might be sustained by the produce of the 71/4 million acres of arable land, only 14% of which is cultivated, and find employment thereon, or in mining the 600,000,000 tones of coal estimated as still dormant in the great coal fields, or in cutting the forests that cover the great mountain areas. There are still as good fish in the seas as have been caught, and very likely yet to be discovered wealth of ore in the ranges of this “Treasure Island.” In Tokachi Province, there is a prairie so extensive that its boundaries have not yet been explored. Asahigawa is coming more and more into prominence, and may make a still more noted advance if the proposition to move the capitol from Sapporo to our city is favorably considered by the Central Government. The Diet now in session in Tokyo is even now deliberating thereon. The recent burning of the “Docho,” (the Capitol Building at Sapporo) and the offer on the part of the Asahigawa folk to build a new “Docho,” if located in the latter city, make the proposition of removal to the centre of the Island’s life and wealth not an impossibility. At a mass-meeting of the people of Tokachi Province held January 25th two Resolutions were passed: 1st, that the people of Tokachi Province unite to bring about the completion of the Kushiro Harbour Works; 2nd, that whereas the transfer of the Hokkaido Government from Sapporo to Asahigawa will facilitate the development of the Hokkaido, they unite to effect the realization of the scheme.

The Mission force engaged in direct evangelistic work has been reduced one half by the homegoing of Mr. Johnson and his family, and for the winter further divided by the necessity of Mrs. Pierson’s absence for health reasons in Tokyo. So that the present number, is the number one, who finds plenty to do in ranging about the non-tropical conditions of the Muroran field to Nansen’s farthest North in Kitami Province.

The self-supporting Japanese Churches are three in number. Just at present none of them has a regular pastor. Sapporo is temporarily supplied during the two years’ absence of the pastor in America. Hakodate has been pastorless since shortly after the great fire. But the people have built a new church and are quite united and have the money in sight for a new pastor’s salary when the pastor shall be given. Otaru is a compact and living church and has been growing in grace and strength under the pastorale of Rev. Mr. Hikaru.

The Mission has hitherto worked in seven places, five of these, to wit the Asahigawa, Takigawa, Garuden Hokkosha and Muroran fields are still its peculiar work. Of the remaining two, one, Kushiro, was undertaken by the Dendokyoku (Japanese Board of Missions) but there has been difficulty in securing a pastor. Meanwhile the Mission has offered to do what it could in supplying the need and Mr. Sakamoto and I have visited the field monthly. The people there have built a combination church and parsonage on a commanding site, a constant reminder of the way of life to the people of the city and “them that go down to the sea in ships.” The other field that lies between the Dendokyuku and the Mission is the Nayoro-Piuka field. Through a series of events the Nayoro part of this binary system has become the territory of the Dendokyuku and we consented to their asking one of our faithful men, Mr. Yamaguchi, to take charge of this place. The other part of the territory, Piuka, of their own accord went into the Nevius plan and now conduct their own affairs, still continuing in connection with the Nihon Kirisuto Kyokai, (Japanese Presbyterian Church) but receiving no aid either from Dendokyuku or Mission. They go on as usual with the Church services and work. They are reported as being most faithful in attendance, and they are leading inquirers. I spent several days there in November, was cordially welcomed, invited to preach, and asked to come again. It is a most interesting example of what can be, and in some cases must be, and in other cases ought to be done. There are other places in the Hokkaido where this system ought to be prevail. Of our other places it may be said:-

Asahigawa is in healthy growth under the leadership of Mr. Sakamoto, a man who himself is spiritual, and seeks to make his people such. I have not spent a Sunday in Asahigawa for 3 months. I regret that at a recent Annual Meeting, they took no steps toward self-support. In my judgment they might raise at least ½ of the salary of the pastor’s salary. They are planning to become entirely self-supporting in 1912. Is it better to accept the situation and secure the benefits of their spontaneity, or to say to them we will not provide henceforth for more than 2/3 of the pastor’s salary and next year ½ etc.? I should like the Mission’s judgment on this. Takigawa has suffered through the change of residence of Mr. Aoyama its pastor to the other centre of that field, that is the Seien Church. The latter, however, has proportionally benefited and reports something like 20 baptisms for the year. Mr. Aoyama visits Takigawa every other Sunday.

Muroran is well mannered and in good condition. 700 new houses went up last year and 1000 houses are going up soon. The streets are filled with a procession of people; the cause of all being the new iron works and the new steel works, from both of which more is to be heard. When things get going in full blast Muroran will be a great city. Hills have been leveled and the shoals of the wide harbour filled in, and things are going ahead as fast as an army of men can make them. We long for the return of the Johnsons to enter this inviting territory. But we hope he will not hasten ahead of his strength. 

Mombetsu has renovated its building and build a fine fence and gate in front of the historic edifice, to remind people that the temple and its courts are sacred. But the church itself I regret to add, languishes. The members at most are very few and scattered. But the Sunday School is here as everywhere largely attended. Mombetsu was greatly helped by the ministrations during the Summer of the Meiji Gakuin Theological student, Mr. Okawa.

Garuden – there was only one month of 1908 when the frost did not fall on the crops of this community. They lost largely; the chief crop however was mint, which braves the frost, and this was saved to them. But no frost has affected the church life or the faithful ministration of Mr. Yamashita whose field has long radii, one extending out over a mountain pass for 8 ri (20 miles). They are going to provide him a horse to shorten the miles and lengthen his service. Mrs. Pierson will perhaps write of the October trip we made in the Fall and the remarkable experience we has at the Hokkosha, Kitami Province.

I write this letter at the Obihiro Prison where we have just celebrated our Christmas for 1908. The Christmas celebration was held in the “Fujinkwai Hall” (Women’s Hall) and the attendance was almost as large as last year. I counted in the rough about 60 men, 80 women, children 120; 260 in all. The children sang and recited most impressively. I wished I could report good things of the work among the prisoners. Communicating the Gospel to the prisoners is cut off. Many are using the Buddhist prayer beads again. They have no chance of hearing the truth. The prison laws generally throughout Japan have become more strict. Intercourse with prisoners is almost impossible. However much depends on the Chief Warder. In this case, the new Chief is not disposed to give access. So, “as faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word,” it is not surprising if they degenerate. But there is much to be said on the bright side. Chief Kuroki is working for Christ in his new field, Aomori Prison. The Fujinkwai among the Aomori Prison officials’ families has increased from 30 to 60. Bibles and Christian books are being introduced among the prison people. The Chief is chief official over four prisons; so that his field is a wide one. Here in Obihiro, Mr. Usui, is working hard in various ways and the Christians’ gathering (at which the non-Christian Chief was present, who after proposing Banzais for the Emperor and Crown Prince added one for the Sunday School!) was an index. There is a faithful believing remnant and others too among the officials who may be won back by faithful visitation and prayer. “This kind cometh not out but by prayer and fasting.” I am very many ri (miles) remote from discouragement, although I do realize some things, among them the power of Satan.

Constant prayer should go up that the prisoners may have the Gospel preached to them. The Abashiri Prison is open to the Gospel. We had the joy of speaking before 400 prisoners last October. This place, Obihiro, needs a pastor. It could be worked from Kushiro, 5 hours off.

During the year, we issued a new edition of “Selections of the Annotated New Testament,” and a leaflet called the “Christian Calendar for 1909” and a pamphlet called “The Unscathed Bible” - the first of a series of Bible League publications.

No report should go in without a grateful recognition of the changing attitude of the Nation, particularly the educated people toward Christianity. By this however, is not meant the educational authorities in Japan. There are many even now standing at the gates. May they have the grace to ask, seek, knock and enter.

Respectfully,

Geo. P. Pierson

THE YEAR 1908 IN THE HOKKAIDO

“I will work a work in your days
which ye will not believe, 
though it be told you.”
(Habakkuk 1:5)

“O give thanks unto the Lord;…..
Make known His deeds among the people….
Talk ye of all His wondrous works.”
(Psalm 105:1,2)

1. THE FIELD

The Hokkaido is about as large as Ireland, or one half the state of Michigan.

It has now about 1,200,000 inhabitants, chiefly farmers, fishermen and miners. The population has tripled in fifteen years.

Our fifteen Presbyterian churches and chapels (Dendo-Kyokwai) are distributed throughout eight of its ten provinces, and have a membership of about one thousand communicants, ranking probably second among the five leading Protestant Christian bodies at work in the Island.

Of the fifteen, three are put down as independent, self-supporting churches, located in the three largest cities, Otaru, Hakodate and Sapporo.

1. HAKODATE,

which during its history has had several pastorless intervals, has since the fire (August 1907) not supported any pastor. But it has just succeeded in rebuilding its church on the old site, in much improved and enlarged form, to be dedicated on the 2nd of October, though it is still without a pastor. It is credited by the last statistics with 100 members, but this number was greatly reduced by the fire, and there are now hardly half that number resident in Hakodate. Since the fire, they have been worshipping in the house of one of their number, a public spirited occultist, where Mr. Pierson preached to a little company of ten or twelve on September 6th.

The new Methodist and Congregational Churches have been rebuilt for some time; (only one of the Episcopal Churches was burnt.) The town has been in fact very largely rebuilt, but so far with poor cheap materials unrelieved by the great stone fortresslike temples of Hongwanji, and its heights as yet uncrowned by the imposing Roman and Greek cathedrals.

2. SAPPORO,

supports two pastors, one absent in the U.S. and one here, the assistant pastor having been ordained its regular pastor and appointed clerk of the Presbytery at the last meeting of the Presbytery. It is, as befits the church in the capital, not only our largest church, but the largest Christian church in the Hokkaido, having over 350 members (a goodly number of which are students), and a splendid Sunday School of over 200 members. Our large Girls’ Boarding school in charge of Miss Monk and Miss Moore, in the absence of Miss Smith on furlough, has just entered its twentieth year, with renewed prosperity.

3. OTARU,

the last of the Independent Churches, is the banner church in regard to self-support, its 70 resident members raising the 70 yen a month necessary for the support of the pastor and the running expenses. Miss Rose’s school with kindergarten, which has helped support and feed the church and Sunday School for many years, is now rejoicing in the recent purchase of the land, which it has occupied for 13 years.

The twelve chapels or “Dendo Kyokwai” in the order of their size are Asahigawa, Obihiro (each with over 100 adult members), Seien, Piuka, Gakuden, Mombetsu, Muroran, Hokkosha, Takigawa, Kushiro, Nayoro, and Bie.

With the exception of Obihiro and Kushiro, which are independent groups of believers, without any regular evangelist, all these places are at present ministered to by evangelists or pastors supported by Mission-funds – six men in all. Negotiations are under way to transfer one of these men to the Dendokyoku, Japanese Board of Missions, in the near future, but just at present the Dendokyoku supports no work in the Hokkaido.

1. ASAHIGAWA,

with now over a hundred members, has had a blessed and prosperous year, having had 47 Baptisms (from the year July, 1907 – July, 1908). Since the Revival and the special Evangelistic meetings conducted by the Rev. Kimura Seimatsu last December, it has nearly doubled its membership, and more than doubled its Sunday School roll, now numbering 270 pupils and 7 faithful wide-awake Sunday School teachers, who were greatly stimulated by the visit of Dr. and Mrs. Hamill last fall. One of the most happy results of this visit was the organizing of a Union Normal Class for all the Sunday School teachers in town, at which I have had the pleasure of teaching the International lesson in our house every Saturday night, and of repeating it next day to an English Bible class of Middle School boys at our Church Sunday School.

The special Taikyo Dendo meetings of the Dendokyoku were well attended and out of the large number of “deciders,” a few have received Baptism.

The Friday evening prayer meeting, for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit and a renewal of the Revival fires on us and all Japan, still continues to meet in our house. What we are especially praying for now is a spirit of genuine repentance and that conviction of sin and its public and definite confession, that was such a marked feature of the Revival in Korea, and more recently in the remarkable Revivals on Mukden, and other places in Manchuria, (as we have just been reading in the thrilling accounts of Rev. J. Webster of Mukden, and Dr. Walter Philipps of Newchang and others.
) Of the marvellous spirit of gratitude there manifested and of offering rich gifts to God in money and time we certainly have seen nothing here. In fact self-support is our weak point in Asahigawa. With over a hundred members, an ordained pastor, and owning a fine large Church building, the congregation raises nothing toward the pastor’s support, paying only its current expenses.

Mr. Pierson, besides his literary and outstation work, still continues to preach every Sunday at our “Soldiers Club,” though the absence of our 27th Regiment on duty in Korea, and an epidemic of typhus at the Barracks, have interfered sadly with the attendance of late. We had the pleasure lately of celebrating in our house the marriage of one of the former members of our “Monday-Club” for officers, to a graduate of our Sapporo Girls’ School.

A large part of our time is as usual occupied with receiving visitors, almost all of them are inquirers after the “Way,” or Christians from the country passing through Asahigawa.

2. OBIHIRO,

has lost Governor Kuroki, who, after a seven years’ residence in Tokachi, has been transferred to Aomori, where he has been placed in charge of four large penitentiaries, including those of Aomori, Hirosaki, and Ichinohe. May he be able to continue and extend there the work of Christian prison reform, so splendidly begun in Tokachi, and so fulfil the wish so often expressed that a similar manifestation of God’s power and grace may be extended to all the prisons in Japan. In the meantime, the little band of the Christian prison officials, bereft of their patron and leader, are being held together by Mr. Usui, the Christian warder, and “unpaid helper of Obihiro Church,” for whom prayers are earnestly requested at this trying time. They and the hundreds of converted prisoners are now learning the new lesson of trusting in God alone. Pray for them.

3. SEIEN,

the little church planted by Christian colonists from Kochi, in what is now a rich farming country, which was so cheered and helped by the recent visit of one of our Outlook Committee, Dr. Thompson of Tokyo, has just sent in a request to Mr. Pierson, to order for them a new communion table and pulpit for their church, recently rebuilt and enlarged. They too own their own Church, and have an ordained pastor, whom they do not support, in spite of their fifty members.

4. PIUKA,

an off-shoot from Seien, planted five years ago, in the province of Teshiro, is our most northerly point, a little settlement in the woods, a day’s journey off the railroad. Hitherto the forty Christian owners of the colony have had to support their tenant-farmers, but from now on these will pay them rent, and hence self-support is within plain sight and promise.

5. GAKUDEN,

with forty Christians, is another fairly promising farmer-colony, just recovering from frost-blight in the early summer. It lies 75 miles from the railroad in the northeastern province of Kitami. The Christians, greatly revived in their faith by Mr. Sakamoto’s visit in March, 1907, are continuing steadfast in the faith, to the great joy of their faithful Evangelist, who carries on a wide and earnest work in the outlying district. There is no church building in Gakuden, the Christians worshipping in the Evangelist’s house.

6. MOMBETSU,

a small town on the shores of Volcano Bay, west of Muroran, one of our oldest churches, once independent, last year after a pastorless interregnum of some time, and a fire which devastated half the place sank so low as to lend its fine old church building to the Post-Office in its emergency for a few days, which lengthened out to half a year. This spring however at the earnest exhortation and visit of Mr. Pierson and a former pastor, it arose, evicted the intruder, swept and garnished itself, adding a new fence and gate to the enclosure, paid for by the ladies of the congregation from the sale of four hundred crepe bookmarks I had the pleasure of selling them in the U.S. in 1904. During the summer Mr. Okawa, one of the Meiji Gaikin Theological students, was sent there by Mr. Pierson, and evidently did good and faithful work, as is proved by a handsome photograph recently sent to us showing the church clothed and in its right mind, with a large and flourishing group of Sunday School children in the foreground, and fifteen or so of its thirty members on guard at the door.

7. MURORAN,

its sister-town on Volcano Bay, and the largest port after Hakodate and Otaru, has about the same number of Christians, but a very able ordained pastor and a brilliant future. The Armstrong and Vickers Company, cooperating with the Tanko Tetsudo Kaisha, are leveling the mountains, filling in the bay, and compressing the soil, preparatory to erecting a steel-plant to cost 10 million yen and to employ dozens of English workmen, besides thousands of Japanese workmen, already transforming it into the busiest port in the Hokkaido. Armor-plate and guns are to be manufactured here and it is to be the great northern naval base of the Empire.

8. HOKKOSHA,

is our other Kitami Province congregation, and the most inaccessible of all our stations, fully 100 miles from the railroad and situated on a long level wooded plain. The Christians, some 25 in all, are sturdy thrifty farmers, thoughtful and well-educated. They have no church building, using the house of the Evangelist.

9. TAKIGAWA,

One of the few “back number” towns we have in the Hokkaido, with grass-grown streets, having suddenly been deserted by the railroad, is now worked as an outstation from Seien, about 8 miles off. It has about twenty Christians, and a fine new-church building.

10. KUSHIRO,

The largest port on the N.E. coast and the terminus of the railroad, with not more than a dozen Christians, has suddenly leaped into activity and this summer built itself a church entirely unaided by the Mission or Dendokyoku, though the latter plans to send them a pastor soon.

11. NAYORO,

with only twelve Christians, has its own building, but no pastor. It too will probably be supported for a time by the Kyoku. At present it is worked by our Mission evangelist from Piuka. It is a small lumber town, in a huge plain.

12. BIE,

our nearest out-station from Asahigawa, is worked from here. It is a tiny lumber village in the hills; the seven or eight Christians own their building.

2. THE YEAR OF PRAYER IN ASAHIGAWA

Looking back over the year, the deepest impression left on my mind is not so much the memory of a few events that stand out, - like our joyous Christmas celebration at Tokachi Prison in January, 1908, - the large number of additions to our Church in Asahigawa by baptism, - the remarkable rise and fall in the interest and attendance of the Middle-School Christian boys, the eagerly expected and greatly enjoyed visit in July of our Outlook Committee from Tokyo, Dr. Thompson and Mr. Reishauer, - our trip from Kitami Province in October, and a few others, but rather the curious feeling that the year was really one long prayer meeting!

There was first of all the Friday prayer meeting, begun in our house nearly three years ago, for the filling of the Holy Spirit and a general Revival on Japan. This was kept up as usual through the year, small in numbers, but fervent in spirit. One of our members, an elderly man would sometimes pray five times in one evening, another, a youth, would sometimes pray for twenty minutes at a stretch, and repeat this in the same meeting, which always lasted two hours, and sometimes three.

There were the many special prayer meetings held for God’s blessing on our petition, drawn up by Mr. Sakamoto and signed by 106 Christian members of our Asahigawa W.C.T.U. and Y.M.C.A., addressed to both Houses of Parliament, asking for the removal of a house of ill-fame built very near the Boys’ Middle School. Our petition did pass both the Upper and Lower House of the Imperial Diet in Tokyo in March, and so sure were we then that our prayers had been answered, that – pending the official notification for removal from the Governor – a large and united Praise meeting was held March 27th in one of the Christian churches in Asahigawa. But judge of our amazement had chagrin when this notification never came! And when as president of the W.C.T.U., I waited on the Governor of Hokkaido at his residence in Sapporo, and in an otherwise delighted German interview (His Excellency was a student of Jurisprudence for nine years in Vienna), I respectfully called his attention to the fact that our petition had passed both Houses of the Imperial Diet and our plea has thus been endorsed by the people, he cried out: “The People! The People are nothing, the Government is the sole power which decides these questions, and the Government cannot and will not give its consent to this petition.” All of which throws a weird light on what is understood by the term “government” in Japan.

We then resumed our prayer meeting. For seven weeks, a men’s prayer meeting was held weekly in our Presbyterian church, and for four months a daily prayer meeting was held in our house for the removal of this house of iniquity. It still stands, and we are still praying.

Besides these fixed prayer meetings there was a succession of special religious meetings held in our house from time to time, such as women’s meetings. Y.M.C.A. meetings, W.C.T.U. meetings, meetings held in the interest of the Sunday School Association, meetings held for the new inquirers and catechumens, special meetings for the Middle School boys, who joined our Church this year in large numbers and attended it well, until, offended at having it pointed out to them that Church members may not absent themselves from Church and Sunday School to attend School sports held on Sunday, they left almost in a body as suddenly as they came.

3. WORK DONE.

But we did do some work: Mr. Pierson when not away on his itinerating trip, taught English in the Government Middle School five hours a week and one afternoon a week to a class of military officers at the Army Post. Every Sunday Mr. Pierson preached at our Soldiers’ Club, near the Barracks. I taught 3 weekly Bible classes. One was a class in Genesis for Christian women; one was a normal class on the International Sunday School to all the Sunday School teachers of the various Churches in town; one was an English Bible-class for Middle School boys, held at the Church Sunday School. For a short time I had a German Bible class for army officers, I also superintended 4 Sunday Schools, one at our house, one in the country, one at the Soldiers’ Club for Japanese children, and one for Ainu children.

I see from my journal that besides the thirty two foreign and Japanese friends, we had the pleasure of entertaining in our house,

We received

633 visitors, of which




 19 were army officers




 28 were soldiers

 


 8 were ex-prisoners from Tokachi Prison




 64 were Ainu.

I made


235 calls

Attended

 41 special meetings,

Besides the

 20 held in our house

Mr. Pierson took
 18 country trips

I made


 4 country trips, besides 3 visits 

 to Sapporo and Otaru.

Mr. Pierson published during the year an “English Conversation, Drill and Notebook,” written chiefly for his pupils in the Middle School and in the Army post, brought out a new and revised edition of his Annotated New Testament, in Japanese, and his “Selections from the N.T. Annotated,” in Japanese, published his “Bible League Pamphlet No. 1, The Unscathed Bible” in the interests of Constructive Bible Criticism, for which the Bible League stands, and of which he is the chairman of the Committee on Literature. He also wrote and is now putting through the press a “Catechism” called “A Hundred Questions on Human Life.”

Mr. Sakamoto and I published our book on the Hokkaido Revivals of 1907, called “How The Holy Spirit Came To The Hokkaido.”

But – such as it is – our work, during the eight months of the year that we spent in Asahigawa proper, seems like a little ripple on the great ocean of prayer that beat ceaselessly and sometimes I fear monotonously and heavily on the shores of our lives. “Labor” may be “orare,” but I am quite sure that “orare” est “labor.”

4. RESULTS OF THE YEAR OF PRAYER.

You may suggest the possibility of the following being a case of post hoc ergo propter hoc, but the facts remain that in

1. Asahigawa the Church membership nearly doubled and now has passed the one hundred figure, in spite of the defection of the Middle School boys; the Church services are well attended, the Sunday School has more than doubled, the Christians have been quickened, some of them have received a baptism of the Holy Spirit, numbers of inquirers have been attracted by the pastor’s powerful preaching of the Gospel which is “not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” (2 Cor. 2:4). The Women’s Society of the Church imported a good Church organ from America and paid over 200 yen for it out of their own money.

2. As for Obihiro and Tokachi prison, the Revival begun in January 1907, as described in the book “How The Holy Spirit Came To The Hokkaido,” still continues. Since the book was written, several further instances of God’s power working mightily in the hearts and lives of men have occurred, and these – “His deeds” – I would “make known among the people.”

In April 1908, Mr. Sakamoto baptized a woman who was raised from her deathbed by God. Her name is Mrs. Takahashi, and she is the wife of a Christian prison official. Called to her dying bedside with a few Christian friends, Mr. Usui, the warder, read the Bible to her and talked to her about heaven, asking at the end: “Do you understand?” To his surprise, the dying woman, who had been given up by two physicians, who said she could not live through the night, nodded her head vigorously in assent. Mr. Usui then offered a fervent prayer, to which the woman responded, to the amazement of all, with a loud “Amen.” She has been a particularly zealous Buddhist, but in her long illness had begun to turn a little toward Christianity. From that hour, she began to mend, and, when a week later at Easter, Mr. Sakamoto arrived, she said to him: “You know I have been raised from the dead by the Jesus-religion, so please give me the Jesus-baptism.” One of her doctors, not a Christian, said, in his amazement at her recovery, “the woman has been raised from the dead.” All the Christians of Tokachi Prison speak of her as “the woman raised from the dead.” Mr. Pierson and I saw this woman at a meeting we held at the prison on October 26th. She looked actually plump, and her face shone with the joy of the Christian faith.

On his return to Asahigawa, Mr. Sakamoto wrote to Mr. Takahashi and asked how his wife’s faith in God and Christ had first been aroused. He replied as follows:

Obihiro, Tokachi, May 11th, 1908

To Pastor Sakamoto:

Greeting and thanks for letter. My wife improves daily in bodily strength and grows more and more in the grace of God. She gets up for a little while every day, and when visitors come, she entertains them by telling them about God and Christianity. Do not be anxious about her.

You ask what first aroused my wife’s faith in Christianity. It was in a word the change wrought in me by becoming a Christian. She watched me closely and observed the wonderful change in my character and conduct, and rightly attributed the fact that our home has become a peaceful and happy one to this change in me. God has forgiven even my greatest sins, and my heart having been purified by the Holy Spirit, (see Acts 15:8,9) my whole nature has been softened, my proud bearing becoming humble, and now I feel I cannot do enough for God and man. Although very busy with my official duties, that begin before dawn and continue till night, I nursed her as well as I could, and never neglected to kneel by her bedside night and morning and to ask the help of the true God for her. All this made a deep impression on her, and she attributed it all to my faith in God…..Since you baptized my wife and sister, our little home has become the abode of peace and love. From morning till night we fairly laugh with joy. I cannot find words to praise and thank God, and I long to show forth His glory.

Please give my warmest greetings to all your Christians in Asahigawa, to Mr. And Mrs. Pierson and to Mrs. Mizawa, who I hope will soon recover her health.

N. Takahashi

THE WOMAN FROM TOKACHI

We were sitting one evening at the table when “a woman from Tokachi” was announced. She came in like a sunbeam and fairly warmed our hearts with the glow of her Christian faith and love. Joy shone in her eyes and bubbled from her lips.

“Oh, I’m so glad to see you. I’ve wanted so much to tell you how happy I am, how happy we all are at Tokachi since we receive baptism. Isn’t it a wonderful thing this Christian religion? Why, before, I used to be so dull and blue, my heart was as heavy as lead, and now (and here she vigorously rubbed her chest), why, my heart is as light as a bird. No worry! No fear! No regrets! All my sins forgiven, my heart clean. I’ve received the Holy Spirit. Oh, how happy I am!”

After explaining that she had been visiting relatives for a week in another province, and was now on her way back to Obihiro, and declining our invitation to spend the night, the conversation went on briskly.

I asked her a number of questions: among them “How is the woman raised from the dead?” She answered – “Doing splendidly. The last time I saw her she was sitting up in bed eating a dish of dried beans with a relish.”

I then asked her if she would not like to look over the house. To this she eagerly assented. But the only thing that really interested her were the big colored Sunday School picture rolls that cover the walls of what we call the “Prayer Room.” She flew to these. Here was something she knew and understood. The picture of the crucifixion fascinated her. I never before saw a Japanese woman express herself so spiritedly and with so many gestures. She flung out her arms wide and cried, “Yes, that’s the way He hung on the cross for me! That’s why I have this wonderful peace and joy in my heart now. It was because of my sins, my bad evil heart, that He hung there and suffered. Yes, that’s it, that’s it.”

I called her attention to a favorite resurrection picture of mine, Jesus appearing to the two women early in the morning. She liked it, but she turned straight back to the cross like a homing pigeon, and gazed and gazed at it, saying over and over again: “Yes, that’s how he suffered for me!”

After she had gone, I asked Mr. Pierson what had most impressed him about her. And before the question was out of my mouth came his reply: “Her joy in the Holy Ghost.” “And you?”

“Why, her wonderful gift of utterance “as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance.” Did you ever heard a Japanese woman talk so much and so well on such a topic in your life?” 

We felt if we had gotten back again to Korea, where the Christians are like the “early Christians,” with a real intense belief in a personal, present Saviour. The spiritual atmosphere of Tokachi is very much like that of Korea.

After the transfer of Governor Kuroki in September from Tokachi to Aomori Prison on the Main Island, the faith of the 125 remaining Christian officials and their wives began to grow dim, but the latest reports show that they are standing the test and learning their lesson of trusting in God alone. On December 2nd, Mr. Pierson wrote from Asahigawa: “Mr. Sakamoto is just off on a trip to the Tokachi Prison and to Kushiro. I hope D.V. to follow him the following week. Please pray for these two series of meetings. My consolation is that if we are willing and loyal, results are not of our creating. Mr. Sakamoto tells me that no one is allowed to preach to the Obihiro prisoners, and that some of the officials are growing cold. I am pained to hear this. I thought that if prisoners wished to hear about Christianity, they had the right. It ought to be so anyway.”

But just before Christmas, Mr. Usui wrote: “The Christian officials were at first discouraged, but now new hope has come, and we are all making joyful preparations for Christmas.”

And finally this word has just this moment come from Mr. Pierson, Obihiro, January 27th, 1909: “The Christmas celebration this year held on January 23rd was a great success. It was held in the big “Fujinkai” (Women’s Meeting) Hall, as last year, and was attended by 250 officials and their wives. Last evening we had a good prayer meeting. Mrs. Usui and I made a number of calls on the officials in their homes today and expect to be at it all day tomorrow. People are in better spiritual condition I think than is supposed.”

From a letter dated February 1st, Kushiro, just received, comes this latest word from Mr. Pierson about the Tokachi Christians:

“I didn’t half write you about Obihiro. I want to emphasize to you my conviction that the spiritual condition of the Christian officials is much better than I had supposed. They were cordial in their reception of me and took in, I believe, what I said about prayer, Bible-reading, and personal work in leading others.

By the way they are going to organize a band there with the flugel horn I lent them and a cornet (Two cornetists they have already) together with a clarinet in prospect and two drums. These are the consonant elements, and when you go, you may be greeted with “Marching through Georgia” or some other familiar tune.

I called on one hundred of the officials in their homes. The only time they can be seen is after they go off duty at 5 pm and before they go to bed at 8 pm. Mr. Usui says the work of visiting them in their homes is worth five times that many sermons.”

KUROKI SAN

We are all greatly interested in the “dai kesshin” (great resolve), of the one-legged Christian ex-prisoner S.K.”

This man last March, when we were still allowed to exchange letters will the prisoners, wrote me,

“Dear Mother of my soul,

This is the first time I write to you. I want to thank you for your sympathy and your prayers which procured for us the visit and preaching of Mr. Sakamoto and Mr. Kimura last year. Please thank Mr. Pierson for his recent visit to us. God is teaching me to bear my cross and live a life devoted to Christ, and I am happy and thankful. I pray you both may be richly blessed. Greetings to Pastor Sakamoto and his wife.” S.K.

Several years ago in a certain province of the Hokkaido, there was a man named S.K. who was chief of a gang of gamblers. His territory at one time was invaded by another gambler chief, and S.K. to protect his interests and the interests of his followers met his enemy and killed him in a fight. S.K. was a samurai. Despite the criminality of his occupation and the sin of murder, his bravery and his defence of his retainers, won for him a name. But he was apprehended, tried and condemned to death. 

Happily for him, however, on the death of the Emperor Dowager, his sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. It was during his confinement in the Tokachi Penitentiary at the time of the revival there that this man became a Christian. One of his companions – probably the man to whom he was chained – determined to test him, to see how much there was in Christianity. So he assailed him for over a year, but the man stood firm and his tempter said, “If Christianity is like that, I’ll believe too,” and he did. Since entering the Prison, as the result of an injury, his leg had to be amputated. But this great loss and indeed his whole imprisonment, he looks upon as blessings; since they secured him salvation and peace.

S.K.’s behaviour in prison was so good that quite recently he was released. If he had gone back to his old life and former companions, they would have provided him with all he needed. He had the choice of a life of iniquity and ease or a life of fidelity to Christ and hardship. When he was released, he was brought into a room where were assembled the Governor of the Prison, the Buddhist chaplains and other officials. In taking leave of them, he said, “I have been saved by Jesus Christ, and I am going to work for Him the rest of my life. I am going to wear poor clothes, to eat poor food and to work hard for a living (He had become an expert sock maker), and I am going to do all this to save my old companions.”

On his way to Hokkaido from Tokyo, Mr. Pierson had a good interview with Governor Kuroki at Aomori Prison. He writes: Aomori, January 15th, 1909:

“I saw Kuroki San for a few minutes today, walking in over the this time not windy roads to the Prison. He was as cordial as usual, thanked me for my books, and said that the Christian work he had begun at Aomori Prison was widening, and that the women’s meeting for the wives of the officials had doubled in numbers, from 30 to 60. We prayed together and then I hurried back. Before we parted, he inquired particularly after you, sent his “yoroshiku” (greetings) to the prisoners at Tokachi Prison and gave me a message for Stossel.

Mr. Pierson’s interview with Stossel at the neighbouring town of Hirosaki, where “he is working away at a new “machine he is inventing for farmers,” was not so happy. Owing to untoward and to us quite inexplicable circumstances, Stossel’s faith is going through a fiery trial, not so much in his attitude to God as in that to his Christian brothers. My heart’s prayer for him day and night is: “Stossel, Stossel, Satan hath desired to have you that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for thee that they faith sail not, and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”

The 600 Christian prisoners, alas, are still without the joy and comfort of the preaching of the Gospel. But we know they have their Bibles and that “God is faithful who shall stablish and keep (them) from the evil one.: (2 Timothy 3:3)

Rev. Mr. Ito, a Japanese Presbyterian pastor in the town of Morioka, on a visit to Aomori took the opportunity of visiting Governor Kuroki at Aomori Prison, and his account written in his own English words has been very kindly sent me by that veteran Missionary of the Dutch Reformed Church, the Rev. James Ballagh, D.D. and is as follows:

“The prison is four miles from Aomori town. We went by sled drawn by a horse. The snow was quite deep. I had an excellent talk with Governor Kuroki, a very faithful servant of our dear Lord. He said that there are 30 officers under him for whom he holds meetings twice a month, and also twice a month for their wives. A majority of them are quite awakened and study the Bible very faithfully. Since he feels the need of a Bible woman, he has written to one
 who is in Boshiu, in whom he has confidence. But she answered him that she cannot come at present, because, she is not well enough to come now to labour in such a cold season. He is thinking of raising money for her salary himself and providing her with a house. I told him I would consult with Rev. Mr. Ruigh, (Missionary of the Dutch Reformed Church at Morioka) and ask him to send a Bible woman once a month from Morioka:

Governor Kuroki is benefiting the prisoners in their work as well as spiritually. And by teaching the Way of Life to the prisoners, he is hoping not only to teach them, but the people at large in this part of Japan. He says there are 56 prisons in Japan, but only 2 Christian Chiefs of Prisons, Mr. Arima of the Yokohama Prison, and himself.” 

ITO

Our trip to Kitami Province, in October, my first visit to that Ultima Thule of Hokkaido, inaccessible except on foot or horseback, has left rich impressions on my mind – of lovely pastural scenes dipped in golden tints of autumn and sweet with the scent of new-mown mint, - of great lonely upland mountain stretches, that almost remind one of Sven Hedin’s description of the great still mountain world of Thibet, so vast and absolute is the solitude of the of those regions, the spirit is bathed in solitude and silence, and only God speaks to the soul, - of superb views that suddenly break on the delighted eye, revealing a great bronze gold world of wooded mountain ranges, sloping down to the blue waters of great lakes and on to the distant sea.

But deeper even than these are the impressions left on our grateful hearts of the manifestations of God’s power in the gracious works He wrought in the hearts of men.

To accomplish this trip, we had to nearly circumnavigate the Island, sailing from Otaru around the Straits of Soya, in sight of Saghalin, along the N.E. coast to Abashiri, skirting the Kurile Islands, past Nemuro to Kushiro, whence by rail through Tokachi back to Asahigawa. In the interior of Kitami, where the railroad had not penetrated, we walked or rode horseback 100 miles, crossing great mountain-passes, to visit our two stations, Gakuden and Hokkosha. The entire trip took 25 days, during which time we held 50 meetings in 12 different towns, speaking to 2500 people, a figure remarkable only because of the sparseness of the population of Hokkaido.

3. At Gakuden in “Aquila” and “Priscilla’s” new tiny thatched cottage, into which a little company of about 25 persons were crowded together, chiefly the non-Christian farmer neighbours of that godly couple, a little Revival occurred. As usual, we had spoken of the Revivals in Korea, in Tokachi Prison, and recently in Manchuria, but had not ourselves been conscious of any special power present. But at the close, the sound of weeping was heard, and then prayer after prayer poured forth, broken with sobs. It seemed like an echo of that wonderful “audible prayer” which had thrilled our souls at a prayer meeting in Korea last spring. And when our Japanese evangelist, Mr. Yamashita, asked those who wished to become Christians to raise their hands, eight of that little company raised their hands in glad response. One of these, having been under instruction for many months, was baptized by Mr. Pierson next day and joined us at the Lord’s Table with sixty others. As we were dispersing, “Priscilla” asked me to speak a word of comfort to a poor woman greatly depressed in spirit. How gladly I turned to “comfort her with the comfort wherewith” so often in like depression, I had been “comforted of God” (2 Cor. 7:4). But Priscilla beckoned us aside and whispered: “No! No! It isn’t her nerves, she is burdened with sin, she has committed a great sin, and she has no rest day or night. And then the poor woman confessed her sad story. So then we read to her that sublime passage in John 8:1-11 and told her, since she repented, in Christ’s name to be comforted and to go and sin no more. And I will never forget as long as I live the long-drawn shuddering sigh of relief she gave, as the sense of forgiveness stole into her heart. With her own lips, she then prayed to God asking and I believe receiving the forgiveness of her sins.

I have recently this December had a message from Priscilla in which she specially mentions this woman as being full of peace and joy, and always regular in her place at church.

From Mr. Yamashita comes this the latest and most refreshing word from Gakuden, dated January 15th:

“In the year of 1908, as you know, the crops failed. Still, the Christians, though poor, are not destitute, and have contributed well to the Church. Last New Year, there was much sake-drinking among unbelievers. This New Year, there is no drinking, but many new inquirers – a lean year for the flesh, a fat year for the spirit!

Kondo san, (an earnest Christian farmer in one of the outlying farming regions) writes me of many open doors and offers me a horse and his keep, so that I may be able to reach more farms and ranches.”

4. At Hokkosha, I told the “Story of Stossel,” (as described in the book, page 82) to a small gathering of Christians. Among them was a young lady, named Miss Maeda Kikui, daughter of Mr. Maeda Komaji, member of the Hokkaido Prefectural Assembly. She had been studying at the Arts School in Tokyo, when, as a result of overstudy, she became paralyzed last May, since when she had not walked a step. During that time, she had electrical treatment for paralysis at the local hospital. She appeared at all our meetings, carried there on the back of a relative. She took an active interest in everything, led in singing and gave evidence of a bright, happy faith. But the story of Stossel gave her a new vision of God, and a new revelation of prayer as the power to “stir up yourself to take hold of God.” (Isaiah 64:7).

That night she could not sleep. She spent the night in prayer. The next morning she found herself bathed in perspiration, but her heart filled with a strange joy. She felt impelled to rise and walk. She did so, walking across her room, and into the room of her parents, who cried out in affright at seeing her. But she replied: “Oh, Mother, Father, I can walk, I can walk! God has made me well!” Then all three fell on their knees in fervent thanks to God.

The next morning, when we set out on our return journey and all Christians accompanied us for some distance along the road, Miss Maeda came too, leaning on the arm of a girl friend, but “walking and leaping and praising God.”

Fearing that we had misunderstood the nature and duration of her illness, we again asked her brother, who rode beside us on horseback for several miles, whether her recovery had not been gradual. “No,” he said, “she has not walked a step for five months till yesterday morning.” “How do you account for it then?” I asked. “Marude Kami no Kiseki da! (It is a miracle of God!) We Christians all believe that.”

Less than a month later, the pastor, Mr. Nishimori, writes: 

“All the Christians are well and send greeting. Miss Maeda is very well. She now walks about on “ashida” (a kind of very high footgear which only people very firm on their feet could use) carries the children around on her back, helps her mother in the kitchen, and is very happy teaching in the Sunday School.”

Beyond Hokkosha, our road led through gorgeous oak glades, every tree a burning bush, - through the curious trough-like little valleys where the rich tangled undergrowth was already blackened by the frost, past delightful little clumps of yellow beeches winding along the upland. From the top of Abashiri Pass, the view is entrancing, even finer than that of Ochiai in Tokachi, because it includes a splendid vista of the sea with the great headlands that form the N.E. horns of Hokkaido stretching dim but distinct into the Sea of Okhotsk. But that is in the distance. What you see at your feet is the good brown land stretching in long billowy ridges for miles and miles down to the sea. And just before it reached the sea, the land gathers itself up into a narrow wooded isthmus between the beautiful twin-lakes of Abashiri, one salt, one fresh and dotted with white salts, but both as blue as Galilee. And just at the spring of the strait, in a picturesque little glen nestles the Prison of Abashiri.

5. Abashiri. At Abashiri, the S.E. Kitami port, is the smallest of the three great Hokkaido Penitentiaries for long term prisoners, the other two being Tokachi and Kabato. We arrived there on Saturday, October 17th, intending to spend Sunday there. And as that is the only day on which religious addresses can be made to the prisoners, we decided to call on the Governor of the prison, and ask his permission for Mr. Pierson to preach the Gospel to the prisoners on Sunday, in the Hall of Instruction.

This we were told had never been done, though a very successful Christian work has been carried on for years among the prison-officials by the C.M.S., who have a neat church building at the very gates of the Prison.

That Saturday we spent almost the entire day in prayer, as we travelled towards Abashiri, praying that God would let the great light of His Gospel shine on those that “sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron,” as found in Psalm 107:10, my portion for that day.

And to our intense joy, the Governor, who is not a Christian, but an enlightened and courteous man, after a short interview in his private office, allowed Mr. Pierson to preach that Sunday morning to the entire body of prisoners, 400 strong, assembled in the great Hall of Instruction, in the presence of the Buddhist chaplain.

So there is one more great Hokkaido prison open to the Gospel, and the prisoners here fairly laughed with joy when they heard the Glad Tidings of Jesus’ love for sinners.

According to this time, it shall be said, “What hath God wrought!”

Since then one of the five Christian warders of Abashiri Prison has written as follows to Mr. Pierson: 

“November 11, 1908.


As regards to the message you delivered at the Prison Chapel, I would say that the inmates numbering to the extent of 400 have been deeply affected, and their gratitude for your kindness is manifestly seen in words and works. We are hoping therefore you will give them a message again ere long.” 

This is followed by the glad news in December 16th that “one hundred prisoners in Abashiri Prison are asking for Bibles.” – A large number of Bibles and Tracts were sent to them through the kindness of friends from England by an independent Missionary in Tokyo.

6. From little Piuka in the wilderness of Teshio Province, a day’s journey off the railroad, whose faithful and beloved pastor had been removed to Nayoro on the rail road to take the place of the man withdrawn by the Dendokyoku, comes the delightful news that the Christians, far from being discouraged at losing their leader, have decided to begin work on the Nevius Plan! Mr. Pierson writing from Piuka, December 5th, says: “I found that Mr. Saito and some of the other Christians were quite in the notion of doing dendo-work here on the Nevius Plan. Of course, I am pleased beyond measure. Mr. Saito says: “Farmers should lead farmers to Christ, scholars-scholars” and I say “dai sansei” (Hear! Hear!) to it all. The Christians are a Sabbath-observing and faithful body. I said I should hope to come up from time to time and see them, and Mr. Saito said: “Yes, of course, be glad to have you.”

So I am greatly relieved, and shall watch things with great interest. Mr. Saito is well read and full of ideas that fit right with our own, and a man of strong faith. So the situation is ideal for a fair trial of the Nevius Plan.”

7. And finally of Kushiro, Mr. Pierson writes thus, “There are fields of ice in the sea, but ships can still pass through. They are planning new harbour works here, if the Diet appropriates the funds this month. They ought to have a better harbour, sometimes ships lie here a whole month before they can load. I preached in our Church in the morning, very pretty with the Christians greens still up. In the evening, I preached by invitation in the Episcopal preaching place. The children who persist in coming to their evening meetings are organized into a class and have a preliminary service. This attracts the people passing by, and so a good audience is secured.”

It was from this same cold bleak desolate Kushiro that the story of Inouye came, Inouye faithful unto death. Among the little handful of Presbyterian Christians in Kushiro was a very active and earnest young man, named Inouye. He really was a Baptist, but failing to find a church of his own persuasion, he joined ours. He was a busy man, being an official in the tax office. But he found time to attend all the church services regularly, to have special meetings in his own house, to give out tracts assiduously to unbelievers, and even to edit a little Christian newspaper for young men. On the 10th of March, 1908, his duties took him on foot on a long and perilous trip into the snow-bound country. A fierce blizzard sprang up that day. When within a mile of the post-house, where he expected to spend the night, he was overcome by the deep snow drifts and the terrible cold. He was found the next day, his body frozen to death, but in the attitude of prayer!

May we not think of him as the type of our Hokkaido Christians? For we have learned to pray in the Hokkaido, and we had need to learn. And now in spite of cold and snow and storms, may we keep the cold out of our souls; and with our eyes fixed on Him, and our hands locked in His, may we be found at our post, like Inouye, “faithful unto death.”

In conclusion, I would note the following Convictions Arrived At As A Result Of The Year’s Experiences.

1. Self-Support. The weak point about our Hokkaido work is self-support. Of the 15 Churches and Chapels, only 2, Sapporo and Otaru, support their own pastor, all the rest are supported by the Mission, except Nayoro, which has recently been taken over by the Dendokyoku. The so-called independent church of Hakodate has not supported a pastor, for several years, during most of which time, it has been pastorless, as it is now. According to the rules of the Synod, therefore, which has declared that a Presbytery shall not be organized until there are three bona-fide self-supporting independent churches, the Hokkaido Presbytery has at present no right to exist.

Asahigawa, with her 100 members, Seien, Muroran, all owning their own buildings yet all supported by the Mission, could and should become self-supporting, Gakuden, Hokkosha, and even Takigawa should begin to become partially self-supporting. Piuka has adopted the Nevius Plan, but that at present does not involve the support of its local leader.

Such being the status quo in the Hokkaido, i.e. the Mission supporting nearly all the work that is being carried on outside of the independent Churches, there should of course be no question here as to where the responsibility for administration should rest. And actually and practically it has rested just where the Manual Art 38, and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 1898 says it should rest, i.e. with the Mission’s representative, - though the Hokkaido Presbytery did take the curious and anomalous step of appointing a committee to superintend the work of the Mission, consisting of 2 men, both in the employ of the Mission, and not including the Mission’s representative, though he is a member of Presbytery.

2. The Relation of the Missionary to the Japanese pastor. 

The just cited fact of the Presbytery to the contrary notwithstanding, - it is a fact that the personal relations between the Missionary and his six associates have been close, cordial, brotherly. The Presbytery’s action may be partially explained on the ground that only 3 of these men have a vote in Presbytery, that is a tiny body, that true fearless liberty of speech as we know it, and genuine decision by majority do not as yet obtain either in political or religions deliberating bodies in Japan, where paternalism and the (possibly only semi-conscious) fear of the powers that be, still powerfully sway men’s minds.

3. The Attitude of the Japanese Christian to the Missionary.

This is, especially among our country Christians, one of genuine respect and love and teachableness. In Kitami, they entertained us for days in their houses, accompanied us for miles on our way, gave up their work in harvest time to attend our meetings, and showed by every possible sign that they welcomed our coming and valued our ministrations. To them, the missionary is still the honored and beloved spiritual teacher.

4. The Missionary’s Place in Japan today is still a large and important one, which he alone can fill. He should not be sidetracked into teaching English or doing chiefly secondary work, literary, financial or whatever it may be and however important it may be in its place. The chief work of the Missionary is still to preach the Gospel to the heathen
, who in the Hokkaido certainly are willing and eager to hear it. During our trip to Kitami, we had meetings in hotels, meetings in private houses, meetings on the seashore, meetings gotten up on the spur of the moment without five minutes’ preparation or one cent spent in advertising them. The people flocked

to them in large numbers, and for two reasons: first to hear the Christian sermon, and second to hear it preached by a missionary. At one hotel, the crowd blocked up the entrance so that the guest were incommoded and the hotel keeper asked us to engage rooms for our meeting, on the next night. We did so with the result that both rooms and lobby and entrance were packed with eager hearers; double that of the night before.

The missionary’s initiative is still needed to spur the Japanese evangelists on to this pioneer evangelistic work, especially among the labouring classes and fishermen, and soldiers and miners. Even the very best and most spiritual among them have a singular shrinking from approaching men not of their own class. And such people come far more readily to the Missionary for Christian teaching than they do to the Japanese Evangelist. I believe that for many years to come the best field for our work will be country evangelism.

5. Cooperation: It is clear that as the Japanese Presbyterian Church has yet neither the men nor the means to evangelize the Hokkaido (at present it supports but one evangelist there) the time has not yet come to commit the work into their hands. This is in entire harmony with the Manual, the General Assembly, a book by Dr. A.J. Brown, one of the Secretaries of the Board, “The Foreign Missionary” in no less than thirteen passages page 42, 71, 177, 200, 203, 207, 307, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312, 313.

6. Perhaps the strongest conviction of all is that of the terrible and universal need of the Power of the Holy Ghost, in ourselves first, and in our pastors, evangelists and Christians. As a Danish Philosopher says: “Religion was once the pillar of fire which went before the human race in its great march through history, showing it the way. Now it is fast assuming the role of ambulance which follows in the rear, and picks up the exhausted and wounded.” But in the Hokkaido, we have learned that an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit is sent in answer to definite and persistent prayer, and that when the Holy Ghost comes, a Revival follows.

7. The Revival already come in the Hokkaido seems to be a drawing nearer day by day. Last summer at Karuizawa, a company of missionaries spent the whole night of the 13th of August in prayer for a Revival of the Unitas Fratrum or Ancient Morarian Church in 1722). Dr. J.D. Davis, of the Doshisha, gave an address before the Missionary Association of Central Japan, entitled “Conditions Of A Revival” in December, followed by a course of lectures on Revivals at the Methodist Theological Seminary in Tokyo. The address appears in the January Japan Evangelist and has been reprinted in Japanese in the Fukuin Shimpo. At the Annual Meeting of the Methodist Church too in Kobe in December, one of the subjects presented was that of the need of a Revival. “Many of missionaries and pastors in Japan appear to have their attention turned in this direction at this time,” says the writer who reports this Conference. The address at that important meeting the Annual Conference of the Standing Committee of Cooperating Missions in Japan, was on the subject of the Holy Spirit by Dr. Coates. One of the veteran missionaries of Japan, the Rev. J. Ballagh D.D., of Yokohama has written to all his friends from Hokkaido to Formosa asking them to pray for the Holy Spirit’s coming and a Revival. A daily Japanese prayer meeting has just been begun in Yokohama for this purpose, just at the noon hour.

A weekly one for the same purpose has just been started in Kobe. Since December 2nd, a large number of weekly English prayer meetings among the missionaries for a revival have recently been begun at various centres in Tokyo
. There are now eleven such centres besides a fortnightly monthly one for Prayer and Bible Study. A small union weekly Japanese Prayer meeting in Tokyo for deepening the spiritual life and an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all Japan has been held for some time. Since coming to Tokyo in November for my health, I have been asked to tell the story of the Hokkaido Revivals here and there in Tokyo and Yokohama, and have done so some fifty-five times in Japanese churches, women’s meetings and schools. A Missionary working among the Chinese students in Tokyo notes a remarkable turning of these students to God within the last few days, and is wondering whether the revival will not begin with the Chinese students.

As Dr. Holloway, retiring Moderator of the Synod of New Jersey recently said in a sermon before that body:

“The gift of the Holy Spirit is just as much at our disposal as it was at Peter’s on the day of Pentecost. Why do we not have repeated Pentecosts then?” And he adds:

“For, finally, I would remind you that the Holy Ghost is the source of all wisdom and power, and He can use any and all gifts if we will only let Him, even the weakest to confound the mighty, or the humblest to effect the most glorious. I am convinced that the Church does not have this wisdom and power as it might have, as it was intended it should have. We have lost in power because we have neglected the power of the Holy Ghost. We have failed in wisdom because we have failed to secure the wisdom of the Holy Ghost. No matter what our resources, they will be useless so long as we do not have the equipment of the Holy Ghost. The trolley car must be connected with the overhead wire to accomplish its work. Our wealth and organization and missions must be connected with the Holy Ghost to make them efficient. The arc light must be in connection with the dynamo at the powerhouse if it is to avail for illumination. Our talents and gifts must come under the touch of the Holy Ghost if they are to avail for the progress of the kingdom.

One of the speakers at Northfield last summer told this of Phillips Brooks. A friend who was crossing the Atlantic with him missed him at noon from his accustomed place on deck and went in search of him. Finding him nowhere on the deck, and thinking that he night be ill, he went to his room. Gently he turned the knob and entered. Kneeling upon the floor, with his great head uplifted, and his eyes wide open as looking away into space, was the great preacher, and this was what he was saying in an agony of appeal:

“Oh, God, give me power! Oh, God, give me power! It is there we must all go. It is from that source must come the power that will enable us to use and make our resources mightily for the pulling down of the strongholds of sin. ‘Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you.’”

Ida Goeff Pierson

Tokyo, February 4th, 1909

� (Times Of Blessing In Manchuria” by Rev. J. Webster, Shanghai, Methodist Publishing House, 1908


� Mr. Pierson has since then waited on the Head of the Prison Department for the whole Country, in Tokyo, Mr. T., who, himself a Christian, told Mr. Pierson that the government did not object per se to Christian teaching in the Prisons (though the official chaplains are always Buddhist priests) but that large latitude to decide this is left to the individual chiefs. The present chief being a Buddhist naturally does not favor Christian teaching. Mr. T. offered however to write to him and to urge him to permit this for the 600 Christian Prisoners.





� This is Mrs. Mizawa, who after her splendid work at Tokachi Prison was taken ill with consumption and nearly died. But after a year’s rest in Asahigawa, she was able to be moved to the south, where she is now convalescing at a sunny seaside place among the pines. Our prayer and hope is that she may be restored to the work. Pray for her. Later, she died, alas! March 10th. Ida G. Pierson.


� Heathen is a term applied to men who did not know or believe in the One True God, whether they live in New York, or Tokyo, or Timbuctoo. Many years ago, Canon Pullen wrote a treatise on “Modern Christianity a Civilized Heathen.” This was severe. But a heathen may be a Parisian-clad “modern” “intellectual,” or a painted savage. It’s not a matter of clothes, or brains, but of the heart’s attitude to God.


� Tokyo would compare favorably in extent with ancient Babylon. With one half the population of New York, it covers twice its area. It takes 2 hours to go by electric car from the Meiji Gakuin to Mrs. McCauley’s house.
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